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FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Federd Election Omunission 
Attn Maigard Ritzert ^ ^ / <7 ILH 

. 999EStteet,NW M^™ * V^A^ ' 
K. Wadiiqgton, DC 20463 
Ifll 
Ifll 

DearMs Ritzert 
Ifll 
^ As requested by die Federd Eledion Conunission, fee Kansaa Oty Umvemty of 
0 Medicine and Biosaenoes Ĉ mverutŷ  is resubimtttng ite oomplamt againd Karen L Pleta 
rsi Pleaae find endosed the Umvemty's oomplamt, dated Augud 5, 2010 (the "Revised 

(̂ onqilnrn'ObBa wdl as three ocipies ofdw Revised Ccmqilâ  

The Umversity'a ongmd oomplamt agamd Ms Pleta was dated January 22, 2010 (dm 
"Ongind Ĉ omplamt̂  The content of the Revised C p̂lamt u identtcd to the Ongmd 
C^plunt, except tfud tiw jurd of tiw nottuy public has been revised 

If you have any queahons or need any additaond infivmatton, please do not hesitato to 
contact me 

Thank you. 

It HowaidD WMv«r,DO 
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FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Office of the Generd Cknmsd 
Federd Eledion Commission 
999 E Street, NW 

IN. 
Ifll 
KTI 

Wadungttm, DC 20463 MUR If. 

Re: KnrcnL. Pleta 
Ifll 

^ ToWhomltMayConoem 

^ In oonnedion with flw sua qionte submission, dated Deoember 31,2009, filed on behdf 
of the Kansas Oty Umvemty of Mefecme and Biosciences (tiw '"Umvemtŷ  by Polsmdh 
Shugbflrt PC, flw Umversrty herdiy nobfiea the Federd Eiectton Cmnimsnon (TEC^ of 
potenbd violatums of the Federd Eledion Campaign Ad f TECA"̂  committed fay Karen L 
Pldz 

Tlw Umversity, whidi is located d 1750 Independence Avenuê  Kansas Qty, Missoun 
64106 and which was finmdly known as The Umvemty of Hedth Sciences, is a Missoun 
nonprofit omporstton flut was mcoiporated on Sqptember 22, 1916 and is dao a tax-exempt 
organizatton Ms Pldz was hired as fee Umvemty's President and C3uef Executtve Officer on 
November 1, 1995 and served m sudi positton untd her employment was temunated on 
Deoember 18,2009 

In Sqitember and October 2009, a senes of issues were oonfidentiaUy bron^ to flw 
attention offlwUmvemty*8 Board ofTruslees In Odober 2009, flw Board ofTruslees finrned a 
êeud (Committee ofthe Board of Trustees (̂ peod Committeê  to evduate and mvesttgato 

flid senea of issues Tlwse issues, which were not rdated to possible vicilattons of FECA or 
oflier decbon laws, unplicated aevenl employeea of flw Umversity, indudmg Ms Pleta 

The Specid Comnuttee retained specid counsd to represent flw Umvemty and woric 
wifli flw Specid Committee In thu regard, Polsmdh Shughart PC was engaged by flw 
Umvemty to assid with the intenud investigation While conducting flw uttemd investigation, 
the Speod Gonunittee and PobmeUi Shujhnt disoovered mfivnaation fliat may evidenoe a 
potenlul violation of FECA by Ma Pleta Thd infbmiBlion is attached to flna letter and la 
aummanzed bdow 



Ifll 

Offioe of flw Generd Counsel 
Augud 5,2010 
Page2 

1999 Memo 

On Sqilember 26, 1999, Ms Pleta provided an mtemd memorandum to 
Dr Jack Weaver, flw fivmer (3wuman of flw Board of Trustees (flic "1999 
Memo'O A copy of flw 1999 Memo w attached hereto as Exhibit A &ifliel999 
Memo, wfadi was autiiored by Ms Pleta (who is an attorn̂ ), flw issue of flie 
Umvemty becoming mvolved m polittcd acbvity was raised The 1999 Memo 
advised Dr Jack Weaver (who was a physician and was 65 years oU d flw tune 
of flw 1999 Memo and who is now deceased) regarding Ms Pleta's inlered m 

^ polittcd influence flid would benefit flw Umvemty 

Ifll Ih paittcidar, on page 2 of flw 1999 Memo, Ms Pleta acknowledged And 
Ifll flie Umvemty, as a 501(c)(3) non-̂ nofit oorpondion, is prohibited fimn makmg 

polittcd oontaibutaons, but flwt Ms Pldz oodd penondly mdw polittcd 
oontnbuttons As a result, Ms Pleta proposed thd the Umvemty provide her 

^ with additumd oompensatum, wfaidi dw proposed to be m flw fimn of a housû  
O dlowanoê  ao thd dw could use such addittond oonipensatum to mdw politicd 
^ oontnbuttons flut flw Umvemty oodd not nuke The amount of sudi addittond 
^ compensataon flut Ms Pleta proposed was an immediate lump sum payment of 

$42,000 fimn flw Umvemty to Ma Pletz; aa wdl as an mcrBaae of S42,000 to Ma 
Pleta*s safaiy starting on November 1,19̂  

firniiriTifn Wff'ttir' k M""? 
On Septondwr 27, 1999, wfatcfa waa flw day after flw dde of flw 1999 

Memo, the Compensation and Beiiefita (jonumttee of flw Umvemty's Board of 
Thistees ("Compensabon (Comnuttee") held a meehng fiv flw purpose of 
reviewmgthe anmnl sdaiy andpeififfimanoeof Ma Pleta At flut meehng, flw 
Compensation CSommittee agreed, among odwr flnngs, to recommend to flw 
Board of Tniateea a retroactive ad|fi8ttnent to Ms Pleta's sdary m flw amoum of 
$42,000, an mcrease m Ms Pldz's amniaUy safary fiom $265,000 to $317,000, 
and the oontimiation of a $15,000 abpend fiv Ms Pleta'a mendwrdnp m the 
Umted Way's TooqueviUe Soady A ocipy of flw approved numitea of flw 
Scptendwr 27, 1999 meettog of flw Ĉ anpensataon Canmittee u attadwd hereto 
as Exhibit B There u no evidenbe flut flw 1999 Memo was provided to the 
Compensatton Committee and flw. minutes fiom flw Compensation Comnuttee 
ineebQg do not oontam any referenqe to flw 1999 Memo 

On Odober 8, 1999, flw Eî ecubve Commttee of flw Umvemty's Board 
of Trastees CIBxecutave Coimmittê  hdd a meettog, unmediatdy fiiUowed by 
the regnlar quarteriy meetmg of flw Board of Trualeea Attadied hereto as 
Exhibite C and D respecttvdy are (i) a draft of minutes of the Odober 8, 1999 
meebqg ofthe Executtve Conumttde (which are m draft fbimd as the Umvemty 
18 unsbte to locate a find signed obpy of flw minutea) and (n) a find approved 
oopy of flw mmutes of flw Odober 8, 1999 quarteriy meettog of flw Board of 
Trastees The Executtve Committee meetiiig minutes evidence thd the Executtve 
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Committee agreod with the recommendation of the Compensattmi Committee 
regarding the lump sum payment and increase m aimud aalary for Ma Pleta In 
addition, the minutes of the meetmg of the Board of Trastees evidence flw 
approvd of the recommendations of the Conqwnsation (̂ onumttee There is no 
evidence thd flw 1999 Memo was provuled to aflwr the Executtve CaaaaHiec or 
the Board of Thistees and the nunutes of the Executive Committee and Board of 
Thistees meebngs do not oonttun any reference to the 1999 Mono 

On Odober 8,1999, Dr Jack Weaver signed a'̂ personnd actton firam" to 
nidionzB the Umvemty's payment of $42,000 to Ms Pleta A oipy of thd 

1̂  persoimd actum form is attached hereto as Exhibit E From the Umvemty's 
NH payroll reoonb, rt has been determmed flut on Odober 15, 1999, $42,000 was 
>̂  wire transferred finm the Umvemty to Ms Pleta Acopyofflwmslniettonfimn 
1̂  Ms Pletz to flw Umversity regarding how the funds should be trsnsfieired to her 

.̂ bank aocoimt and Ms Pleta's eanmgssttdement flut reflecta the payment ofthe 
$42,000toMs Pleta are bofli attadied hereto aaExhibittF and Greapecttvdv 

O 
r̂  (Xher than Dr Jack Weaver, there IS no evidence flut the 1999 Memo was 
*̂  provided to any member ofthe Umvemty's Board of Tnialees It diodd also be 

noted flut only one cunent member of the Board of Thistees was a member of flw 
Board m 1999 Thd Trusteê  Dr Darwin Sttickland, dated flud he was never 
aware of 1999 Memo untd it waa brouĝ  to fas attention m connection with flw 
intenid mvestigahon In addition, pnor to tiw mtemd investigation, none of flw 
oflier ounent memben of the Bomd of Trnsttws had seen or were aware of flw 
1999 Memo 

Report of the PresMmt 

In November 2009, Ms Pletaddivereda"R̂ ortofflwPre8idenl"toflw 
Board of Trustees The Report offlw President is attached hereto asEdnbitH On 
page 6 of such rqxvt, Ms Pleta stated thd dw devotes her leaderdup stipend to 
''strategic support of legisfative leaderdup m higher educataon/medicd 
educatum/hedlfa policy " 

As part of her compensatton finom flw Umvemty, Ms Pleta received a 
leaderdup stipend At flw tone her enqdoymcnt was tennmated, Ms Plata's 
leaderdup sttpend amounted to $195,000 per year From flw Umvernty's records, 
rtoppean flut a leaderdup dipend was pisd by the Umvemty to Ms Pldz darting 
in 2002 and oonttmied to flw date Ms Pleta's employment was terminated 
(December 18, 2009) The Compensatton (Committee'a meeting mmutea indicate 
flut the oonoept of a leaderdup atipend waa approved on aeverd occasums, 
however, specific amounta of flw leaderdup abpend were not approved by flw 
Compenaation Committee Tliere are mmutw of Executavo Committee meettngs 
flut indicate the Executtve Qnmnittee approved the specific amounta of flw 
leaderdup sbpends However, flw intemd mvestigsbon hoa unoovered flut many 
of the Executtve Comnuttee meettngs never occurred and flut the signatures on 
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those nunutes were either copied finom signatures on other documenta or were 
signed witiwut knowledge of vdut was contmned m the mmutes 

Pnor to receiving the Report of the Prendenl; and except as discussed 
unmediatdy bdow, the current memben of the Umvemty's Board of Trustees 
were aflwr not aware of the existence of the leadersfap sttpend or were not aware 
that flw leaderdnp stipend was used to mdte politicd comnbutions 

LA On October 28, 2009, Ms Pleta sent a text measege to flw current 
^ Ouuman of flw Board of Thntoes, Dr Howard D Weaver A oopy of the text 

message n attached hereto as Exhibit I In the text messegê  Ms Pleta requested 
fhd her stipend be processed and paid so thd dw oould mdm polittcd 

Ifll omdnbubons Tfas text message is flw fird tune flut Dr Howard D Weaver was 
^ awareflutMs Pleta's abpend may hove been used to nuke politicd oontnbubons 

^ The Specud Couumttne has confimwd flut, between 1999 end 2009, Ms Pleta nude 
oontnbuttons to bofli federd and state candidates and committees Througli the FEC wdwite, flw 
Specid Committee and Polsmdh Shughart have exammed the contnbutions made by Ms Pleta 
to candidates fiv federd oflSce and federd committees, and have discovered flut Ms Pletanude 
at lead fifteen (15) seperste oonbibutions to fioderd candidates end conumttees between 1999 
oiid2009 A lld of dicwe contnbutions is attadied hereto aa Exhibit J ' 

The Specul (Committee's diacovoy of flwae potentid vudabons occurred very recentiy, 
and upon audi diocovery, the Specul Committee reported flw poonblo violabons to flw Board of 
Ttustees As sbdedm the Umvemty'aauaqiontesidnniaauin, dated Deoenaber 31,2009, wludi 
was filed by PofameUi Sfauslurt PC on behdf of flw Umvemty, flw Board of Trastees will not 
tolerate any potentid wrongdomg and will not be oompliGitm any wrangdomg Therefivê  upon 
heenng the Specul Committee's mtenm report d a meebng on Deoember 18,2009, flw Board of 
Thnteee immedutdy voted to odf-report any and dl posnbte violations of FECA to flw FEC 
and to completely and fully cooperate wifli any action by or reqiiedfixvn flw FEC 

In oomwdion wifli flw Umvemty's sua sponte sidnnissuni, m aooordanoe with and as 
veqmred by 2 U S C ( 437g; and fiv all flw reaaoos sd fintfa herem, flw Umvemty hereby files 
flns coBiplaint agomd Karen L Pleta fbr potenbd viofatunu of FECA The Umvemty and flw 
Board of Trastees fuither pledge their full and complete support to snd cooperation widi the FEC 
mâ y review or mveatigalion flut flw FEC oonducta The University and the Board of TYnateea 
wiU pnivide flw FEC wifli any documenta or matenab flut flw ITC wouM hko to review, end the 
Chamnan of flw Board and any odwr representatives of flw Umversity and counsd will nuke 
flwmadves evoiUble to the FEC d any tune flut u convement to flw FEC 

BBBOveied dBeush an ndivdnd codnbuter aeareh oa the FBC 
hd of conbibBttoBB eaoonveeeee ewBqr fideni 

by the Fneded aeina dna aeeiiA inediBBieBBL bd tten le tbe peeelfaliQr thd addittond 
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If ytm have any queottons or need any mfbrnutaon, please do not hesitate to oonlad me 

D WeBver,DO 
Chamnan ofthe Board ofTruslees 
Kansas City Umversrty of Medicme and Bioscience 
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Attadmienta 

STATE OF MISSOURI ) 
)88 

COUNTY OF JA(3CSON ) 

On this day of August, 2010, befinc me persondly appeared Howard D Weaver, 
D O, duly swom to be flw person descnbed herem, who executed the finogomg msbumen̂  
admowledged flut he executed flw senw as hu fine ad and deed, end swore thd flw content of 
dus complaint u true and oorred to the bed of his knowledge 

In Testunony Whereof, I hove hereunto od my hand and aflBxed my oflfiad sed the day 
and year fird dxive written 

My Ctmumssion Eiqnres 

[SEAL] 

NOTARY PUBUC 

hvonm 


